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SAFILO ANNOUNCES PURCHASE OF TWO RETAIL CHAINS IN 
MEXICO AND AUSTRALIA  

 
 

With the acquisition of the retail chains Sunglass Island in Mexico and Just 
Spectacles in Australia, Safilo accelerates the development of its retail project and 

presses forward with its international strategy  
 
 

Padova, 5th February 2008 - Safilo Group announces the  acquisition of the retail chains Sunglass 
Island in Mexico and Just Spectacles in Australia. 
 
Safilo, thanks to these transactions, has created the foundations for the further growth of its high-end  
eyewear retail business, launched with the development of the Solstice chain in the United States and 
Loop Vision in Spain, and which foresees further international expansion, especially in those countries 
in which Safilo believes a direct distribution presence is appropriate.  
 
With these acquisitions Safilo Group now counts four operative organisations in the world’s principal 
continents, allowing it to pursue further its long-term strategic project to strengthen its current position 
in the worldwide eyewear market.  
 
Sunglass Island  
The Mexican retail chain Sunglass Island manages 38 Sunglass Island stores and 7 Island Optica stores, 
two of the main luxury brands in the prescription frames and sunglass market. The 45 stores, all 
situated in highly prestigious locations and with a high level of products and customer service, are 
today present in the country’s principal tourist cities from Cancun to Playa del Carmen, Acapulco to 
Los Cabos.   
Sunglass Island and Island Optica have been operating in the market for 15 years under the direction of 
the Krantzberg family which will continue to work with Safilo Group in the management of the already 
highly successful business.  
The chain’s sales at the end of 2007 amounted to approximately 26 million dollars (equal to around 19 
million Euro).  
Safilo has acquired 60% of the company which manages the retail business for a corresponding amount 
of around 22 million dollars (equal to approximately 15 million Euro).  
   
 
 
 



 
 
Just Spectacles 
Safilo Group has furthermore acquired 100% of the Australian retail chain Just Spectacles which holds 
an important position in the optical market in Australia.  Just Spectacles, with headquarters in Perth, 
counts 44 stores (12 of which in franchising) located mainly in the Western and Southern territories of 
Australia.  
Just Spectacles, present in the Australian market for over than 20 years, has sales of approximately 24 
million Australian dollars (equal approximately 15 million Euro). 
The cost of the transaction is around 21 million Australian dollars (approximately 13 million Euro).  
 
Vittorio Tabacchi, Chairman of Safilo Group, stated: “We are very satisfied to announce the purchase 
of Just Spectacles and Sunglass Island which, together with Solstice and Loop Vision, represent a 
fundamental stage of our strategy which aims at creating a direct distribution network which enhances 
the quality and the image of our products and service. It is important to highlight how these new 
transactions, in two separate continents, confirm Safilo’s commitment to the development of an 
international retail project in the world’s more interesting markets.”   
 
*** 
 
The Safilo Group is worldwide leader in the premium eyewear sector and maintains a leadership position in the 
prescription, sunglasses, fashion and sports eyewear sectors. Present on the international market through 
exclusive distributors and 30 subsidiaries in primary markets (U.S.A., Europe and Far East). The main 
proprietary branded collections distributed are: Safilo, Carrera, Smith, Oxydo, Blue Bay, and the licensed 
branded collections are: Alexander McQueen, A/X Armani Exchange, Balenciaga, Banana Republic, Bottega 
Veneta, BOSS by Hugo Boss, Boucheron, Diesel, 55DSL, Dior, Emporio Armani, Fossil, Giorgio Armani, 
Gucci, HUGO by Hugo Boss, J.Lo by Jennifer Lopez, Jimmy Choo (from beginning 2008), Juicy Couture, Kate 
Spade, Liz Claiborne, Marc Jacobs, Marc by Marc Jacobs, Max Mara, Max&Co., Nine West, Pierre Cardin, 
Saks Fifth Avenue, Stella McCartney, Valentino, Yves Saint Laurent.  
 
 
This press release is also available in the website www.safilo.com. 
 
 
For further information: 
 
Safilo Investor Relations  
Barbara Ferrante 
+39 049 6985766 
www.safilo.com/ir 
 
Safilo press office 
Nicoletta Chinello 
ph. +39 049.69.85.379 
 
Community consulenza nella comunicazione ph. +39 0422.416.111 - 02.89.40.42.31 
Auro Palomba – Mob. +39 335.71.78.637 
Giuliano Pasini - Mob. +39 335.60.85.019 
Marco Rubino – Mob. +39 335.65.09.552 
 


